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SAFE ARRIVAL 

Parents/guardians are 

reminded that if their 

child will be away  or late 

from school, either be-

cause of illness, trips or 

appointments, they are 

to call the office to in-

form us. Our answering 

machine number is 613-

824-5455 and you can 

leave a message any-

time after 4:30 p.m. and 

up to 8:30 a.m.    

Thank you for helping us 

ensure that all students 

are safe. 

they have learned. Quality success 

criteria make the learning explicit and 

transparent for students and teachers 

alike. They identify the significant as-

pects of student performance that are 

assessed and/or evaluated (i.e., the 

“look‐fors”) in relation to curriculum 

expectations. 
Taken from: http://www.edugains.ca/resources  
 

Over the next few weeks, effective pro-

cesses to embed success criteria into les-

sons will be shared with teachers. This work 

will lead to the more regular use of suc-

cess criteria. Success criteria will also be 

developed for our Theory of Action so that 

we may better measure the overall suc-

cess of our SLP. We are also looking 

ahead to working together as a team to 

focus our collective learning, improve our 

instructional practices and engage our 

students in quality problem solving activi-

ties.  

Report cards went home on Wednesday 

February 14th. Thank you for returning the 

completed tear-off at the end of the re-

port to the school. This information is very 

valuable to us and we hope as parents/

guardians you found the opportunity to 

provide comments and help your child 

reflect on their first term of school useful. 

We look forward to continuing to work in 

partnership with families to help our stu-

dents reach their highest potential! 

 

The week of February 20 – 23, was a fun 

and exciting spirit week at ECMS in sup-

port of the Education Foundation. To cele-

brate the return to school after a long 

weekend, students and staff were encour-

aged to wear their pajamas. Wednesday 

was Hat Day and Thursday was Jersey 

Day. We wrapped up the week with 

Principal’s Message 

 

The variable temperatures outside 

have not slowed us down at Emily Carr! 

Visiting the learning areas of ECMS is 

always exciting. Having the opportunity 

to see students explore science 

through engaging experiments, present 

information on Olympic events using 

technology, represent their knowledge 

and understanding of a text through 

the creation of a board game and dis-

cover their musical talents with the sup-

port of dedicated staff makes my job 

very special! When the weather has 

allowed, we have maximized our time 

outside. What a pleasure it is to watch 

our students practice their skating skills 

on the outdoor rink and traipse around 

our large field on snow shoes.  

Our School Learning Plan (SLP) journey 

continues. On Friday February 16th, our 

staff participated in professional devel-

opment related to our SLP. We tracked 

and analyzed our students’ progress in 

their understanding and application of 

problem solving vocabulary. From 

there, we explored different types of 

word walls and examined the pre- and 

post-exit cards that were administered 

to students. This work led us to an un-

derstanding of where our work lay for 

the second phase of our SLP – the more 

regular development and use of  

success criteria. The Ontario Ministry of 

Education explains that: 
Success criteria describe, in specific 

terms and in language meaningful 

to students, what successful attain-

ment of the learning goals looks 

like. Criteria help students under-

stand what to look for during the 

learning and what it looks like once 

http://www.edugains.ca/resources
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Inuit Games at ECMS          Feb 26 & 27 

 

Toonie Tuesday   Feb 27 

 

Pink Shirt Day    Feb 28 

 

Winter Activity Day   March 1 

 

Inuit Games at ECMS          March 5 & 6 

 

Dental Screening for all gr. 8 students  March 7 

 

R7A, R78A, R8A to MacSkimming March 23 

 

EF8A & EF8B to MacSkimming  April 12 

 

Grade 8 Grad photo day  April 19 

 

Gr. 8 Leaving Ceremony  June 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweater Day in support of National Sweater Day. 

This important day encourages us to learn about 

ways to save energy and use less heat in the win-

ter. If all Canadians lowered their thermostats by 

just 2 degrees, it would reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions by about 4 megatons – that’s equiva-

lent to taking nearly 700,000 cars off the road. On 

Friday February 23rd, we did just that! We all 

stayed toasty warm though due to the sweaters 

we were wearing for Sweater Day. Thanks to the 

generous donations of our school community, we 

are still counting the money raised in support of 

the Education Foundation! We will share this im-

portant information in our next newsletter.  
 

Registration for 2018-2019 

 

Although the official registration period has end-

ed, we will continue to take registrations for the 

new school year. Please help speed up the regis-

tration process by checking if you are in our 

boundary by using the school locator on the 

school board’s website before registering with us. 

When you come to register your child, we ask 

that you bring the following items with you: birth 

certificate, health card, proof of address, immi-

gration documents and any applicable court or-

der documents. Students already attending Emily 

Carr will automatically be registered for the new 

school year and grade – no further action is re-

quired. Grade 5 students at Glen Ogilvie P.S. and 

Forest Valley E.S. are encouraged to submit their 

registration form to their current teacher as soon 

as possible. These forms will be provided to us by 

the office staff at Glen O and FVES. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact us at 

613-824-5455. 
 

Class Placements for 2018-2019 
 

As a school team, we put a great deal of time 

and thought into organizing classes. We consider 

a variety of criteria, putting the academic and 

social needs of each student as the highest priori-

ty. We also aim for a balance of classes – this in-

cludes gender, learning style and ability. As in 

previous years, we anticipate that combined 

grade classes will be included in our organization 

next year. Combined grades offer many positive 

experiences for children. Information on com-

bined classes is included in this newsletter. 

School Year Calendar 2017-2018 
 

March Break*             March 12-16, 2018 

Good Friday*            March 30, 2018 

Easter Monday*  April 2, 2018 

P.A. Day**               April 27, 2018 

Victoria Day*               May 21, 2018 

EQAO    May 22-24, 2018 

Immunization Clinic   May 24, 2018 

P.A. Day **   June 8, 2018 

Report Cards go home June 26, 2018 

Last Day of School  June 28, 2018 

P.A. Day**            June 29, 2018 

*school closed                                    

**no classes for students  
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Appreciating that the development of classes is 

a thoughtful process, if you feel you have a very 

special need that requires consideration or feel 

that we need to have additional information to 

best place your child, please put it in writing ad-

dressed to the principal by Friday April 13th. All 

requests will be reviewed and considered. Also, 

please let the office know if your child will not 

be attending Emily Carr in September 2018 as 

this will facilitate our projections for staffing pur-

poses. 

 

Combined Grades 

 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board fol-

lows the philosophy of the Ministry of Education 

in recognizing the unique and special charac-

teristics of every student. Our programs are de-

signed to meet individual needs of students in a 

variety of organizational structures within the 

school. 

 

As outlined in the Ministry of Education’s re-

source document, Combined Grades: Strate-

gies to Reach a Range of Learners in Kindergar-

ten to Grade 6 (2007), a class of combined 

grades is composed of students from two or 

more adjacent grades who are grouped with 

one teacher for instruction. 

 

Combined classes are often created when the 

number of students does not allow for the estab-

lishment of appropriately sized, single-grade 

classes. In other circumstances, combined 

grades are created to most effectively meet the 

learning needs, stages of development and/or 

learning styles of students. 

 

In all classrooms, whether single-grade or multi-

grade, there is a range of students and the 

teacher’s goal to meet the needs of all learners 

remains the same regardless of the classroom 

organization. 

 

Within a class of combined grades each student 

works towards the achievement of their grade-

specific curriculum expectations. When there 

are common concepts and/or skills across 

grades, students in the class often work togeth-

er. When there are differences between the 

grades, students work on the concepts and/or 

skills specific to their grade. Assessment, evalua-

tion and reporting are grade specific. 

Current research indicates that multi-grade 

classes foster social growth and independence, 

practice in cooperation, respect for others and 

increases motivation to learn. Older students 

act as models and guides for their younger 

peers which give the older students an in-

creased sense of self-esteem and responsibility. 

Younger students adjust to school and routines 

more quickly by observing and imitating their 

older peers. Both groups learn from each other. 

 

The information above can be found on the 

OCDSB’s website at: 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/

DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793 

Additional information on Combined Grades 

can be found on the Ontario Ministry of Educa-

tion’s website at:  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/

combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf  
and at  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/

literacynumeracy/combined.pdf  
 

Interruptions to the Instructional Block 

 

Announcements, visitors and calls into a class 

during an instructional block interrupt student 

learning.  As a result, we work hard to minimize 

such interruptions and will only do so in an 

emergency. Please help us with this by letting 

your child(ren) know about appointments and 

early pick-ups before they leave for the day. 

This way, your child(ren) can be waiting for you 

and we will not have to interrupt learning time 

with a call into the classroom. Sending a note 

with your child(ren) to show their teacher and 

then the office will facilitate this process. School 

note pads that are printed with fillable sections 

for communication with your child(ren)’s teach-

er and the office are available from the office. 

Thank you for your help in minimizing interrup-

tions to student learning.  

ARE YOU PLANNING ON MOVING? 
We are in the beginning stages of 

planning for the next school year. If 

your child is not returning to Emily 

Carr in September because you are 

moving out of our attendance area, 

please let us know as soon as possible. 

This information will help us plan for September. Please 

encourage any new neighbours in your area to come in 

and register as soon as possible or to give us a call and 

we will be pleased to guide them in this process. 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793
http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
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Winter Activity Day 

 

Fun was had by all on February 15th, our first 

Winter Activity Day. We are looking forward 

to our next day on Thursday, March 1st. Par-

ents/guardians of students going to Edel-

weiss, please take note that buses will be 

arriving at Emily Carr around 5:15 p.m. 

Your help in ensuring the 

safety of our students at 

pick-up is appreciated. 

When our parking lot is full, 

please park elsewhere (i.e 

local businesses, foodbank, 

etc.). You may also wish to 

make arrangements with your child(ren) to 

meet them at an alternate predetermined 

location or have them walk home.  

School Safety Reminders 

 

All visitors and parents/guardians to the 

school are required to report to the office 

upon entering the building. You will be 

asked to sign our visitor’s register and re-

ceive an identification tag to wear while 

you are in the building. When we see your 

visitor’s tag, we know you have signed in at 

the office.  

 

Are you missing a mitten, 

hat, coat or lunch bag? 

Our lost and found bin 

continues to grow. It is al-

ways available to hunt for 

that missing treasure.  On 

March 9th, all remaining 

articles of clothing will be 

donated to a local charity. 

 

Winter Weather 

 

With winter weather still upon us, the need 

for warm and dry clothing is essential. Stu-

dents go outside for recesses unless there is 

heavy rain or extremely cold temperatures. 

Light drizzle will see our students outdoors 

and we hope that all will be dressed for the 

varying weather conditions that are a part 

of the Canadian climate. It is a good idea 

to send an extra set of dry clothes with your 

child. 
 

Bus Cancellations 

 

If buses are cancelled, parents/

guardians OF WALKING STU-

DENTS MUST call in their absenc-

es.  Please call 613-824-5455.   

Parents/guardians of bused stu-

dents do not have to call in their 

absences as it is assumed that they will stay 

home. 

In the event of a major snow or ice storm, the 

Ottawa-Carleton District School Board will have 

the cancellation announced by 6:15 a.m. on 

local radio and TV stations, as well as through 

the OCDSB website, Twitter and Facebook. You 

can also check out OSTA’s website, Twitter and 

Facebook. 

When buses are cancelled in the morning, 

schools remain open.  However, buses are can-

celled the entire day.  If you choose to bring 

your child to school, please be aware that you 

will need to pick them up at 3:45 p.m. Please 

send your child with a lunch as all food pro-

grams are cancelled when the buses are can-

celled. 
 

Visitor Parking at ECMS 

At Emily Carr, we are fortunate to 

have a large parking lot that al-

lows safe and easy access to the 

school via our front doors. The ar-

ea adjacent to the sidewalk is 

designated as a no-stopping area 

with signs indicating so. For stu-

dent safety, please do not stop or 

park by the sidewalk when drop-

ping off or picking up your child(ren). Beginning 

on January 8, 2018, this area will be blocked off 

from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm to help improve student 

safety in this area. Please park or stop in one of 

the designated parking spots in our lot.  

Thank you for helping to keep our students safe! 

 
The OSDSB and Emily Carr M.S.  websites have a wealth of 
information on their websites.  
The Corporate Services department prepares a weekly 
newsletter that is chalk-full of information about Curricu-
lum, Board meetings, events and presentations that are 
happening around the district that could be of interest to 
parents.  Click here to go to the Information and Resource 
page and to find the most recent newsletter. Once there 
you will have an opportunity to subscribe to this news-
letter, if interested. 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/
http://www.ocdsb.ca/
https://emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=220039&pageId=1906276
https://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=1721901
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School Cash Online –  

Now Available at Emily Carr! 

 

The OCSDB and Emily Carr MS have rolled out 

School Cash Online, an easy to use, safe and 

convenient way for parents/guardians to pay 

for their children’s school fees, including year-

books and class trips. Want to say goodbye to 

writing cheques or sending your child with 

cash? Sign up today, it takes less than 5 

minutes to register.  

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com  

 

School Website 

Check out the ECMS website.  We work hard to 

keep our homepage and calendar current so 

that parents/guardians can stay informed and 

up to date on upcoming activities.  When a 

field trip is displayed on the calendar, the re-

quired field trip permission form is attached for 

your use (in the event a hard copy is not re-

ceived from your child). Our website also pro-

vides access to other important forms such as 

our pizza and milk order forms, medical forms, 

and bus forms.  

 

School Activities and Events 

The Emily Carr Senior Band 

trip to Montreal is fast ap-

proaching! (May 17-18) I 

am very happy to report 

that all of our fundraising 

efforts at the Holiday Ex-

travaganza have resulted 

in a reduction in cost of $50 per student for the 

trip!   

The final payment of $140.00 is due by Friday, 

March 16th  if you plan to pay through  

SchoolCashOnline. Cash or cheque payments 

must be submitted to Ms. Shannon or the 

school office by Friday, March 9th.  

Payments will be accepted as of March 1st. 

 

Other Important Dates: 

March 5th –Postponed, TBD Gloucester High 

School Band performs at Emily Carr 

April 26th – Junior and Senior Bands perform at 

Forest Valley and Glen O Elementary Schools 

Ms. Shannon 

 

Athletics 

 

Lots of exciting sporting activities are under-

way at ECMS! The Jr. and Intermediate boys 

and girls basketball teams have been prac-

ticing twice a week for their upcoming tour-

naments. We will report on their results in the 

next newsletter. 

The boys and girls hockey teams have also 

been practicing at the Blackburn Arena 

Monday and Thursday mornings. A new girls 

ringette team will start practicing soon. All 

their tournaments will be after the March 

Break. Results will also be in the next news-

letter. 

We wish all these teams GOOD LUCK! 

 

The Ottawa Children's Inuit Centre (OCIC) 

will be coming to Emily Carr to teach all of 

our students Inuit Games Part 1 on February 

26th & 27th. These culturally based games 

include leg wrestling, triple jump and one 

foot high kick. These games are traditionally 

played in Inuit communities. Our presenter 

will return on March 5th & 6th to run Inuit 

Games Part 2 with our students. We are very 

fortunate that the OCIC is coming to pre-

sent this activity to our students. It's request-

ed every year!  

 

When we play Inuit games they are very fun. They 
include games such as, leg wrestling, triple jump, 
one foot high kick. There is a difficult, but fun 
game, where you have a stick and then jump over it 
while the stick is in your hands and you cannot let 
go of the stick. These games are played in Inuit 
communities, we have a lot of fun playing these 
games.   
Aaron, R78A 

 

 

 

https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com
https://emilycarrms.ocdsb.ca/


Page 6 

 

This year Earth Hour 2018 will be celebrated on 
Saturday, March  24, 2018 between 8:30 and 
9:30 p.m. in our local time zone.  

Log on to www.earthhour.org 
for more stories and articles on 
teams using the Earth Hour 
movement to shine a light on 
climate action.  
Emily Carr will be observing 
an hour with the lights off on 
Friday, March 23rd. 

 
This is our time to change climate change! 

Dental Screening 

 
Oumnia Bekhti, a registered dental hygienist with Ottawa 
Public Health, will provide a dental screening using a 
tongue depressor on March 7, 2018, for all grade 8 stu-
dents and other children as necessary. If your child’s 
grade is not selected, but you wish for the dental hygien-
ist to see him/her, please advise the school. Only children 
identified as having dental needs will bring home a form. 
Follow-up school visits by the dental hygienist for individ-
ual children may be done. 
THIS DOES NOT REPLACE REGULAR DENTAL VISITS WITH 
YOUR FAMILYDENTIST. 
 
This dental screening is offered in accordance with the 
Ontario Public Health Standards from Ontario Ministry of 
Health and Long Term Care. Personal Health Information 
is collected in compliance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act and the Personal Health 
Information Protection Act and will be used for the pur-
pose of dental assessment, treatment and oral hygiene 
instruction, and for statistical purposes. Questions con-
cerning the collection and use of this information should 
be directed to the Supervisor of Dental Health Promotion, 
Ottawa Public Health, 400-1580 Merivale Rd., Ottawa, 
ON, tel.: 613-580-2424 ext. 26376. 

PINK T-SHIRT—February 28, 2018 

 

In today’s digital world, it can be impos-

sible to escape online bullying, whether it 

takes the shape of harassment, spreading 

rumours, sharing embarrassing information or 

threats.  

This year, Pink Shirt 

Day is encouraging oth-

ers to combat cyberbul-

lying by thinking twice 

before posting something 

negative, and instead 

using the internet to 

spread kindness -  

because we know that Nice Needs No Filter!  

News from OCDSB 

 

Free Online Homework Help in French - 

Voilà Learning 

Voilà Learning is extending the Online 

Homework Help in French free of charge to 

ALL students registered in the OCDSB. Last 

year, this program provided live homework 

help to hundreds of French Immersion and 

Extended French students across Ontar-

io. This coming school year, and thanks to 

a generous contribution from the Ministry 

of Education, all students from your school 

board can benefit from the help of a 

French, English or Math teacher 

online every Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-

day and Thursday from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m..  Watch demo video here. 

Register now. Enter password BonjourVoila.  

 

Do You Want To Volunteer In An OCDSB 

School? 

Ottawa Volunteers in Education (OVIE) 

brings volunteers from the community into 

OCDSB classrooms. OVIE recruits, screens, 

and trains volunteers to provide much-

needed one-to-one support for students. 

Volunteers provide classroom support in a 

variety of academic subjects, clubs and 

activities. Browse through the volunteer 

opportunities and find a placement that 

best suits your interests and schedule, or 

simply apply online here . 

https://www.earthhour.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sHeoF7QmugDXNktOfoypmypG-q6vSPc_Qh5IhvuiD83KG42YSkF1GytYJsuUIMQ9lRj54vEYdikbotTfaAnm_G6Vt68Ux3F0ccbfC9Sbu6ttt5NTO5eFZdFDmT2Fq8JwVayikb1o8d0MDEb-HTpFsc-vu6QYhnEIT_tTJIVORg1OZc82PZSiONoDuch1pA8VjO3Kd8YFb30=&c=DdPvdL7Px3c1XHQeW0igs
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sHeoF7QmugDXNktOfoypmypG-q6vSPc_Qh5IhvuiD83KG42YSkF1GytYJsuUIMQ9tikWYmrESEBBYAU1Zb858ODpQq0jd_vfCFZV0y7rV8oOQ2aN2KP2qmZ-_WqrUK-5X8Q4S0Lz1V3qZVZGqs6m4f7PAswQYa9k7NHcUvtENia37VUm7oKRcA==&c=DdPvdL7Px3c1XHQeW0igszKIM82rAC7qAb-vMMT4N
http://www.onfe-rope.ca/programs/ottawa-volunteers-education-ovie/volunteer/opportunities
http://www.onfe-rope.ca/programs/ottawa-volunteers-education-ovie/volunteer/opportunities
http://www.onfe-rope.ca/programs/ottawa-volunteers-education-ovie/volunteer/volunteer-registration-form

